
 

Master ManMaster Man 

Supplemental Activities Packet 

To download and print extra copies of this packet, visit www.playbooks.com/supplements. 

This packet contains classroom activity suggestions 
and worksheets to reinforce concepts from the 
Playbook® story and to go beyond the story into the 
content areas of Language Arts, Math, Science, Social 
Studies, Art, Health, etc., as well as Character 
Development. 
 
Activities range in age appropriateness and skill level 
so that teachers can choose activities that best suit 
their particular students.  An Answer Key is provided 
on the last page.  
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Name ________________________ 

 

Master VocabularyMaster Vocabulary 
Directions:  Use the vocabulary box below and match the 

word to the correct definition. 

a. haul b. heave c. calabash d. tremble e. master 

f. fellow g. hut h. devour i. enormous j. brag 

k. peek l. quake m. compound n. clutch o. strong 

1. ______ great in size, number, or degree 

2. ______ an enclosed area with a group of buildings or structures inside 

3. ______ to talk with pride 

4. ______ a shaking or trembling 

5. ______ a male person 

6. ______ to eat up greedily or hungrily 

7. ______ to throw 

8. ______ to shake because of fear 

9. ______ a hollow gourd for carrying water 

10. ______ having great physical power 

11. ______ to grip with the hands or claws 

12. ______ to look through a crack or hole, or from a hiding place 

13. ______ to pull or drag 

14. ______ one who has power or control over others 

15. ______ a small dwelling or shelter 



Run! Run! Run! Run! Run! Run!  
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Directions:  Shadusa is trying to make it home before the Master Man finds 
him! Help him quickly find his way back home! 

Name ________________________ 

Fun Maze 
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Or Else!Or Else! 
Name ________________________ 

Directions: Master Man caught Shadusa! He will let Shadusa go if you help 
him with the following math problems! Answer the math problems the best 
you can … or else! 

Mathematics Problem Solving 

Add or subtract. 

1. _____+ _____+ _____+ _____+ _____+ _____+ _____= 21 

2. 488 + 23 + 45 = _____ 

3. (26 + 84) + (10 + 29) = _____ 

4. 60,000 + 3,000 +_____+ 70 + 2 = 63,272 

5. 8.08 - 6.06 = _____ 

Multiply. 

6. _____x _____= 28          

7. 20,653 x 12 = _____ 

8. 18y  =  9,630 

Add, subtract, and divide. 

9. 6 + 20 ÷ 2 = _____ 

10. 56 ÷ 7 - 3 + 4 = _____ 

11. 27 ÷ 9 + 3 = _____ 

Are the following statements greater than, less than, or equal to?  
Use <, >, or =. 

12. 204_____176 

13. 389_____389 

Solve. 

14. Shettu works in the fields. She pulled out the weeds from the field, planted seeds, and 
watered them. She worked 5 hours. If she is paid 3 dollars per hour, how much money 
did she make? 



Language Arts Phonics 

Name ________________________ 

Verb MasterVerb Master 

1. When he gathered firewood, he hauled twice as much a anyone else in 
the village. 

2. And there coming into the compound was Master Man, carrying a 
dead elephant across his shoulders. 

3. No way! We will not let him hurt you. 

4. He eats men like you! 

5. When he hunted, he carried home two antelopes at once. 

6. The farmers all dropped their hoes and covered their ears. 

7. She tugged and she heaved, but she could not lift the bucket. 

8. Pull up the bucket for mama. 

9. The dust choked him. 

10. You must hide in there. Quickly! 

11. They’ve risen above the clouds. 

12. Just then the ground quaked, and all 
the men bounced into the air. 
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Directions: Verbs are words that usually express an act, occurrence, or state 
of being. In order to have a complete sentence, it must have a verb. Circle all 
of the verbs in the following sentences from your Playbook® story, Master 
Man. There may be more than one in each sentence. 

Example: I want to meet this fellow, so I can show him who’s the real Master 
Man. 



Language Arts Assessment/ Comprehension/ Critical Thinking 

To
 do

wn
loa

d a
nd

 pr
int

 ex
tra

 co
pie

s o
f th

is 
pa

ge
, v

isi
t w

ww
.pl

ay
bo

ok
s.c

om
/su

pp
lem

en
ts.

 

Master the StoryMaster the Story 

Name ________________________ 

1. When Shettu cannot lift the bucket of water, who is there to help her? 
a. Master Man 
b. Shadusa 
c. the baby 
d. no one helped her 

2. True or false. Inside Master Man’s yard there was a gigantic fireplace, and a huge 
pile of food for him to eat. ________ 

3. When Master Man returned to his compound, what did Shadusa have to hide in so 
that he was not seen? 

a. pile of bones 
b. clay pot 
c. under Master Man’s bed 
d. Shadusa ran away instead 

4. Which group of people did Shadusa not run into while running from Master Man? 
a. porters 
b. farmers 
c. another large man 
d. a neighbor village 

5. True or false. The enormous stranger used an elephant to get Master Man’s atten-
tion to fight him. ________ 

6. How do you think Shadusa felt when he realized that he was not the Master Man? 
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________ 

Directions: Are you a master of Master Man? Answer 
the following questions about the Playbook® story the 
best you can. 



Title: ___________________________________________________________ 

Author: _________________________________________________________ 

Location: ________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

Social Studies/ Language Arts Take Home Activity/ Web/ Library Source 

Name ________________________ 
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Tales Heard Tales Heard   
Around the WorldAround the World 

           The Playbook® story, Master Man, is an old African folktale. A folktale is a 
story that is made up and handed down by the common people from generation to 
generation. Each story is usually centered around a theme or lesson in order to teach 
something. Do you know of any other folktales besides Master Man? 

Directions: Using a computer or the library, research folktales from around the world. 
Pick a folktale you find, and on the lines below, write the title of the folk tale, the 
author, and where it comes from. Next, summarize what the tale is about. 

For more information, you may visit http://rickwalton.com/folktale/folktale.htm. 



Health/ Language Arts Composition 

Name ________________________ 
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Not So Small...Not So Small... 
          Master Man is not the only extra-tall 
man! Today, we have our own Master Men 
and Women. The tallest people can be over 
8 feet tall! 
          Leonid Stadnyk, from Podolyantsi, 
Ukraine, stands at 8 feet 5 inches tall and is 
37 years old. He is the world’s tallest living 
man, according to the Guinness World 
Records 2008. 
          How does a person get to be that tall? 
A person with extreme height usually has 
more growth hormones than a person of 

average height. It is said that when he was 12 years old, he underwent brain surgery for 
a pituitary gland tumor. The pituitary gland is located at the base of your brain, and it 
produces the growth hormone, which controls your bone and muscle growth, or how tall 
you are or will be. The tumor, an abnormal growth of body tissue that can cause cancer, 
caused his pituitary gland to produce large amounts of growth hormone, which explains 
why he grew to be so tall! 

Source: http://www.cosmocentral.com/post/Some-Tallest-Living-People-in-the-W
orld.aspx 

What do you think your life would be like if you were a modern day Master Man 
or Woman? In what ways would your life be different than it is now? 
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 

For more information on some of the tallest people in the world,  
visit http://www.cosmocentral.com/post/Some-Tallest-Living-People-in-the-World.aspx. 

And more information on your pituitary gland, visit http://www.umm.edu/endocrin/pitgland.htm. 

 



In the section below, write about what you think would have been the smartest 
thing to do if you were Shadusa. 
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
______________________________________ 
______________________________________ 
______________________________________ 
______________________________________ 
______________________________________ 
______________________________________ 
______________________________________ 

What would happen if you didn’t listen to your parents, relatives, friends, or 
teachers? What would be the consequences? In the section below, describe the 
importance of listening to those who care about you. How does this apply to your 
daily life? 
______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 

Language Arts Character Development/ Daily Living  

Name ________________________ 
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Just Listen!Just Listen! 
           Shadusa has trouble dealing with the fact that there is someone stronger than 
him! And when Shettu tells him that meeting the real Master Man was not a good idea, 
Shadusa has trouble controlling himself and chooses not to listen to her. Was it smart 
for Shadusa to meet up with this person who was known as the real Master Man? 
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Discussion PromptDiscussion Prompt  
Teacher Use OnlyTeacher Use Only 

Lead your class in a discussion of the 
importance of paying attention to older, 

wiser people and influences. As a class, 
make a list of possible consequences to 
not listening to the advice of others. 
Make another list of the possible 
positive outcomes of taking the 

suggestions of others into consideration. 
It might be helpful to make a pro/con chart 

on the board and have your students think of pros and cons to taking the 
advice of other people. Students will need to consider factors such as the 
credibility of the person giving advice. For example, parents are usually a 
good source of advice, whereas friends your own age may not be, depending 
upon the situation. 
 

Next, separate the class into groups of 3 or 4 students. Have each group act 
out a scenario in which one student must decide whether or not to take the 
advice of other people. Have the students come up with situations that would 
be realistic for them. After acting out the scenes for the class, the groups 
should explain to the rest of the class what was happening in their 
performances. Discuss with your students whether or not they acted out 
positive or negative listening behavior. (Example: giving into peer pressure 
would be a negative listening behavior.)  
 

To enhance the activity, you can have the groups complete their own  
scripts  and memorize their lines for an in-class performance with props  
and costumes. 



Answer KeyAnswer Key  
Teacher Use OnlyTeacher Use Only 
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1. i 
2. m 
3. j 
4. l 
5. f 
6. h 
7. b 
8. d 
9. c 
10. o 
11. n 
12. k 
13. a 
14. e 
15. g 

Master 
Vocabulary 

Run! Run! Run! 

1. 3+3+3+3+3+3+3 
2. 556 
3. 129 
4. 200 
5. 2.02 
6. 7x4 
7. 247836 
8. 535 
9. 16 
10. 9 
11. 6 
12. 204 > 176 
13. 389 = 389 
14. 15 dollars 

Or Else! 

1. When he gathered firewood, he hauled twice as much a anyone else in the village. 
2. And there coming into the compound was Master Man, carrying a dead elephant 

across his shoulders. 
3. No way! We will not let him hurt you. 
4. He eats men like you! 
5. When he hunted, he carried home two antelopes at once. 
6. The farmers all dropped their hoes and covered their ears. 
7. She tugged and she heaved, but she could not lift the bucket. 
8. Pull up the bucket for mama. 
9. The dust choked him. 
10. You must hide in there. Quickly! 
11. They’ve risen above the clouds. 
12. Just then the ground quaked, and all the men bounced into  

the air. 

Verb Master 

1. c 
2. false; huge pile of bones 
3. b 
4. d 
5. false; he used Shadusa 
6. answers will vary. 

Master the Story 




